
Donyale Grove believes that if you build it, 
they will come.

“It” is a fully designed and developed 30-
acre park featuring 80 contemporary, large-scale 
sculptures from countries as diverse as Uruguay, 
Mexico and Germany, interlaced with water 
features, a visitors center, native plantings, 
small galleries, informational plaques, and an 
amphitheater, all of which will stand in bold 
relief against Lookout Mountain. 

“They” are people passionate about public art: 

artists, art-minded tourists, and a Chattanooga 
community that understands that, in the words 
of Pablo Picasso, “Art washes away from the soul 
the dust of everyday life.” That and the fact that 
art — in particular, art in public spaces — lifts a 
city up, drives it forward and contributes to that 
city’s financial bottom line.   

“And,” says Grove, “while art or sculpture 
may not be for everybody, everybody cares about 
the economy.” 



G
rove, a Tampa 
native who came 
to Chattanooga 
six years ago, is the 
executive director of 

Sculpture Fields at Montague 
Park (SFMP for short), a 
not-for-profit international 
sculpture park already 
beginning to take shape 
between 23rd Street, Main 
Street, South Holtzclaw and 
Polk Street on Chattanooga’s 
Southside.  There are 14 
sculptures in place (twelve 
on loan and two that have 
been donated), plus four 
more awaiting installation 
and more on the way. But 
even in its early stages it’s 
possible to get a taste of 
what Grove means when she 
says that there is something 
about sculpture that people 
respond to dramatically.

“Sculpture has this 
energy around it,” she says. 
“It occupies space!” A visit 
to the site confirms that and 
more. There is something 
otherworldly, almost 
Jurassic Park-like about 
the way the huge works of 
sculpture — there’s one that’s 
forty feet tall — populate the 
grounds. They feel almost 
warm-blooded, kinetic, 
eerily alive; some are even a 
tad bit threatening, like Tick, 
the fabricated steel, glass 
tubing and cast glass “bomb,” 
by a Kansas City artist named 
Stretch, and River City Queen, 
a collection of welded red 
steel spikes by Doug Schatz. 
Most of the sculptures are 
considered non-objective 
art, though some have 
representational elements, 
such as Watcher With Red 
Shoes, by local sculptor  
Jim Collins. 



“There’s a real connection 
between architecture and 
sculpture,” Grove says. The 
works of sculpture at the park 
are meant to be touched, 
walked through, even climbed 
on. Some are moveable, such 
as Jesus Morales’ granite and 
steel cylinder that visitors can 
crawl into and turn. Temple 
Mayan, by Bradenton, 
Florida artist Linda Howard 
is an aluminum structure 7 
feet high, 21 feet wide and 
21 feet deep, and built up 
on a berm. It’s expected 
that visitors will walk 
completely around, into 
and through it. And The 
Boat, a magnificent 
30-foot-long, 12-foot-
high aluminum and 
bronze vessel by Roger 
Colombik is expected 
to be a huge hit, given 
the tie-in with the 
Tennessee River and 
dragon boat races.  

The idea for the sculpture 
park is relatively young, although 
the land on which it is being built 
was donated to the city in 1911 
by the Montague family in the 
hopes that it would become a 
community meeting ground. 
While it fell into disrepair 
over the years, and was at one 
point even a dumpsite, it has 
been cleaned up and slowly re-
energized.It was internationally 
known local sculptor John Henry 
who had a vision for a sculpture 
park after purchasing a parcel 
of land that abuts the Montague 
Park property. Henry formed 
the board and serves as primary 
curator; in addition, there is 
now a diverse group of artists, 
curators and people passionate 
about art behind SFMP, 
including Henry’s wife Pamela, 
sculptor Isaac Duncan, Hunter 
Museum director Dan Stetson, 
and Walter Schatz, a Nashville 
art collector and curator of the 
Vandy Fine Arts Gallery.

At this time there is no formal 
submission process for artists hoping to 
have their sculpture installed; according to 
Henry, he’s either familiar with the artists 
himself or knows someone who knows 
them. “The sculpture world is fairly small,” 
Henry says, laughing. “Unlike painters, who 
can and often do tend to work in isolation, 
sculptors pretty much all know and rely on 
each other. We have to!” 

That said, Henry does all the transport 
and installation at this time. “If I know we’re 
getting a piece from an artist in Texas, I’ll 
plan to pick it up when I go there to deliver 
one of my pieces. That way I don’t have to 
make two trips.”



Grove’s confidence and 
enthusiasm about Sculpture 
Fields are infectious. 

“Mayor Ron Littlefield has 
been super, super supportive. 
The impact this park will 
have will be huge. It is the first 
international sculpture park 
in the Southeast. It will add 
greatly to the allure of what’s 
already here in the way of 
cultural activities, museums 
and things to see and do,” she 
says. “But it will also bring 
people to Chattanooga just 
for sculpture alone.” 

It’s all part of a larger 
vision, of  “creative place-
making,” explains Grove. It’s a 
concept that refers to the 
strategic shaping, through art 
and cultural activities, of the 
physical or social character 

Selected artists understand 
that their work will be on loan 

to SFMP for anywhere from one 
to five years, after which time it 
will be returned and replaced 

with work from another artist. 
While SFMP may purchase 

certain pieces for permanent 
installation, the idea is to 

keep the park fresh and ever-
changing. 

Inspired by Grounds For 
Sculpture, a 42-acre park 
featuring 270 large-scale 

works of sculpture in Hamilton 
Township, New Jersey, SFMP 

has big plans. Local architectural 
firm Barge Wagoner has been 

hired to design the park, which 
will include the aforementioned 

visitors center, water elements 
and amphitheater where 

educational opportunities 
including yoga and fitness 

classes can take place.  There 
is even a plan to partner with 

a local or regional college to 
implement a “Sculpture Parks 

and Gardens” curriculum 
concentration and degree 

program. There will be multiple 
“galleries” within the park, 

which are actually landscaped 
areas around and between 

works that are intended to 
showcase smaller pieces. This, 

explains Henry, will make for 
a more pleasing aesthetic than 

simply dotting the rolling park 
plain with multiple pieces.



of a place. According to the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts, creative placemaking 
“…animates public and 
private spaces, rejuvenates 
structures and streetscapes, 
improves local business 
viability and public safety, 
and brings diverse people 
together to celebrate, inspire, 
and be inspired.” Creative 
placemaking also suggests 
that if you put a desired place 
or thing — a park or a 
restaurant or a museum, for 
example — into an area of 
town in need of revitalization, 
then the space in-between 

the already established and 
the newly established will 
naturally start to fill in.  

“My favorite Ruth 
Holmberg quote is, 
‘Someone’s got to go first,” 
Grove says. “That’s where 
we are... standing at the 
precipice of an explosion 
of growth.” 

According to Henry, 
phase one will likely open 
this fall, with the overall 
project completed within 
two years. “Although,” says 
Henry, ”I hope we are never 
complete. I hope we continue 
to evolve.” He admits that 

while the stated goal is 80 
works of sculpture, the plan 
is to let the space dictate the 
final number. “There might 
be 60 and there might be 100 
by the time it’s all done,” he 
says. “We’ll see what we have 
room for.” 

The park will be open 
dawn to dusk, free of charge, 
and the hope is that it will 
attract people from all walks 
of life and be a place of 
enjoyment, connectivity and 
transformation. 

These are no small goals. 
But then, these are no 

small works of sculpture.
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“My love is matching people with that perfect home.”
Lois Killebrew, Broker/Owner , ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI 

423-886-1300 x202 • Cell: 423-309-1671
Call for more information or visit our website  

www.mountaincityrealtors.com

Signal Mountain Living
Come on home to this 
inviting executive home 
where comfort abounds! 
All brick, with 5 bedrooms 
& 4.5 baths, this home 
beckons a family to relax & 
play. Open fl oor plan with 
large windows bringing the 
outdoors indoors with lots of 
natural lighting. Great room 
invites you to sit and relax by 
the large gas-log fi replace. 
Situated on (appx.) 1.36 acres 
of privacy, with lovely views 
of Lookout Mountain through 
the woodlands. $600s
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Signal Moun

Conner Creek – Signal Mountain

Financing available 
through CareCredit.

Lose inches off your waist, 
hips and thighs

Need help losing those last 
few inches before your big day? 

Zerona offers great results.....fast!
$499 Special

• FDA Approved Cold Laser for Body Slimming
• Non-Invasive Body Contouring
• Open Pores in Fat Cells so Fat Leaks Out
• Look and Feel Better in just 6 Treatments
• Average Patient Lost 5.9 inches,  Combined 
 from Waist, Hips, and Thighs
• ZERO PAIN and ZERO Down Time

      www.myzerona.com
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Maximum Health Weight Loss
Thomas R. Klinner, MD

9203 Lee Highway, Suite 9 • Ooltewah, TN 37363
423-910-1083

Call now to schedule your Free Consultation
www.maximumhealthtn.com
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NEW HOURS:
MONDAY CLOSED
TUESDAY-THURSDAY: 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. | 5 - 9:30 p.m.
FRIDAY: 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. | 5 - 10 p.m.
SATURDAY: 12 p.m. - 10 p.m. | SUNDAY: 12 p.m. - 9 p.m.

110 River Street (inside Coolidge Park) • 423.634.0171 | SushiNabeChattanooga.com
FREE PARKING: Monday-Saturday after 4:30pm, Sunday all day

CHATTANOOGA’S ORIGINAL
JAPANESE RESTAURANT



Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC. (WFAFN), Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and separate non-bank affi liate of 
Wells Fargo & Company. Cornette & Associates is a separate entity from WFAFN. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC. All rights reserved. 0211-2984 [79510-v2] A1255

Cindy Cornette, CFP®, CRPC®

Wealth Management Advisor

Cornette and Associates
6111 Shallowford Road
Suite 103
Chattanooga, TN 37421
423-424-3350

Developing Financial Solutions for Every Stage of Life

Together we’ll go far

Investment and Insurance Products:   •   NOT FDIC Insured   •   NO Bank Guarantee   •   MAY Lose Value
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